
How to Dispose of Latex Paint
Latex paint is not accepted at a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection because it can be disposed of with regular trash only not in liquid form. It is also not practical to incur the expense for a product that can be safely disposed of at home. This allows the use of funds raised for an HHW collection to be used for its intended purpose, to dispose of toxic and hazardous wastes.  
Ways to Dispose of Latex Paint:
1. Remove the lid and allow liquids to evaporate or harden. Depending on the type and quantity of paint, the drying process can take several days to several weeks. This works well for small quantities (an inch or two in the bottom of the can).
2. Partial contents can be solidified in the original containers by mixing in an equal amount of medium such as:
· Dry Cement

•    Plaster of Paris  
· Sawdust


•   Vermiculite   

· Kitty Litter


•   Charcoal 
OR

3. Purchase “Waste Paint Hardener” at Menards or Lowes in Big Rapids or in Baldwin at Ace Hardware or Baldwin Lumber.
· This product comes in 3.5 oz. packages

· Solidifies Latex Paint in minutes

· Hardens up to 2/3-gallon of paint

____________________________________________________________________

Annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Counties of Lake • Mecosta • Osceola 

 2nd Saturday in October - 9:00 am to 12 noon

For details and collection site locations call Lake County MSU Extension (231) 745-2732, the Mecosta Conservation District (231) 796-0909 x3, or the Osceola-Lake Conservation District (231) 832-2950 x5.
