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HHW Roundtable March 26, 2018 Meeting Minutes
Washtenaw County Western Service Center
Attendees:

	Cindy Foster
Kalamazoo HHW Center Specialist
	Jon Tulman 
Washtenaw SWC
	Megan Kretz 
Kent County DPW

	Jennifer Kosak 
Kalamazoo HHW Center Facility Manager
	William Garcia
Washtenaw Intern
	Jonathan Pelukas
Washtenaw EPC

	Kate Neese
Clinton WMC
	John Demerjian
Wayne RRC
	Jerry Maxson
Saginaw EHS

	Sarah Archer
IRIS – Manistee & Grand Traverse
	Partow Guity 
Macomb HD Toxicologist
	Christine Grossman
DEQ

	Abby Eaton
MDARD Clean Sweep
	Steve Noble
DEQ
	Amy Lafferty
DEQ

	Carol Somers
MMWA
	Whitney Calio
Oakland EPC
	Kate Melby
Emmet County DPW


1. Introductions and Announcements – Jeff Krcmarik (formerly with HHW program) retiring from Washtenaw County and moving on to Eaton County as their Resource Recovery Coordinator

2. Program Updates
a. Steve Noble – MDEQ – Electronics Recycling  
i. ATR (Advanced Technology Recycling) no longer taking TVs for free
ii. Valley City currently has best prices for TV recycling 
iii. CompRenew still takes TVs but not doing as many one-day events 
iv. Vendors put a lot of resources into one-day events – permanent sites more cost-effective
v. JVS Environmental also registered with DEQ but smaller operation
vi. PADNOS – smaller vendor – doesn’t do events
vii. Schupan (Kalamazoo) is more of a processor – shred a lot of materials 
viii. Requesting electronics recycling weights from HHW programs
b. Kent County – Megan Kretz 
i. HHW weights up 75% last year – did a lot of outreach and promotion while on light duty 
ii. Expanding County’s medication collection program and reaching out to local hospitals 
c. Emmet County – Kate Melby
i. 12 recycling drop off sites – Google Map won’t list them - only locations with someone answering phone – does anyone else have any experience with this?
ii. Diverting oil-based paint to ePaint in addition to latex paint - new program for ePaint.
iii. Collecting food waste from restaurants and plant waste from florists for composting
d. DEQ – Steve, Christine and Amy
i. Recycling Reporting Law 175 – seven waste streams require reporting but adding others to capture more data 
ii. Hard to determine state “recycling rate” because each entity reporting different things – comparing apples to oranges
iii. Collecting Medication Takeback Program information from counties for mapping 
iv. EPA changing regulations - medication will no longer be “Universal Waste”
v. Reminder DEQ Michigan Environmental Compliance Conference June 12th & 13th 

3. Online Appointment System Demo - Sarah Archer from Iris/Grand Traverse (GT) County
a. RETRAC pulled their system so can’t use anymore
b. RECOLLECT developed new software and hopes other HHW programs will find it useful
c. GT overbooks appointments to counter no shows (about 10%) 
d. Customer gets reminder email
e. Very few people show up without appointment
f. Still get a lot of phone appointments – mostly retirees
g. Program generates list of names and appointment times to use at the collection
h. Emmet and Clinton counties also use appointments - otherwise they’d have traffic jams and block major roads

4. Ammunition – who is accepting it and how to dispose?
a. Kent County – can’t take to sheriff or bomb squad anymore; vendor price too high; State Police took it to landfill; landfill doesn’t want it; 
b. Kent may purchase a trailer ($15,000) that melts everything; would have someone else run it 
c. Other counties have taken it to local police departments in past but turned away now
d. Most programs do not accept ammunition – unfortunately, still shows up in customer loads 

5. Sharps  
a. Kent County issues Sharps containers and tries to track their return
b. Washtenaw also issues containers but doesn’t do tracking; accept them from tattoo parlors (only CESQG waste they accept)
c. Emmet County issues containers – used to track – not many returned – now hospitals do some collections for them 
d. BD Safe-Clip mentioned https://www.bd.com/en-us/offerings/capabilities/diabetes-care/sharps-containment/bd-safe-clip-needle-clipping-and-storage-device available at Walgreens and other drug stores; 
i. Said to safely remove insulin syringe and pen needles, retaining them within the clipper 
ii. Holds up to 1,500 clipped needles 
iii. Accepts various sized needles 
iv. Still disposal issue when unit is full 

6. Cooking Oil 
a. Emmet County has a small tank from Evergreen Grease Service (out of Adrian) for cooking oil
b. Some counties use Thumb BioEnergy
c. Others recycle it through their used oil vendor or HHW contractor
d. Challenges – solids and odor 
 
7. Did a site tour of Washtenaw County’s HHW program 
a. Storage shed needing repairs or replacement – Jon has been looking to buy 
b. Snow a challenge in winter months
c. Added electricity to 3-sided structure to allow a fan in summer months
d. Goals: close gaps near top of 3-sided structure to prevent as much snow from getting in; replace 3-roomed storage shed; 

8. Future meeting(s):
[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday, July 9th – Wayne County DPS, Land Resource Management Division, 3600 Commerce Court, Building E, Wayne, MI 48184; Main Conference Room 
Monday, Oct 22nd – Kent County Recycling and Education Center 
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